[Cross-sensitivity between angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor antagonist].
Cross-sensitivity between angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor-induced angioedema and cough, and angiotensin II receptor antagonist has been reported in the literature. Eczema-like skin reactions have never been documented. We report the first two cases. Two patients, aged 79 and 88 years, with a history of hypertension, were treated with angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors, which had been discontinued because of an eczematiform rash. In spite of substitution with an angiotensin II receptor antagonist, the patients had developed the same eruption. The outcome was favourable after discontinuation of the angiotensin II receptor antagonist. The pharmacologic study suggested the possibility of a cross-sensitivity reaction between these two drugs. We report the first two cases of a cross-sensitivity between angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors and angiotensin II receptor antagonist presenting as an eczematiform rash. The exact mechanism is unknown, but clinicians must be aware that angiotensin II receptor antagonist is not a safe alternative in patients who have a history of eczematiform rash secondary to angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitors, as has been always reported with angioedema.